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Introduction

About 2500 candidates were entered for the June session International GCSE Bangla 2022. A 
good proportion of students performed very well and scored high marks in the paper. The 
demand of the paper is comparable to November 2021 paper, comprising the new setting 
criteria where a variety of question styles were provided. These question styles were set to 
comply with the different levels of demand. The new assessment criteria at individual 
principle as well as the banded principles appropriately matched with the new grading 
system (1 – 9) with appropriate differentiation and challenges. The paper comprises three 
main sections: Section A is mainly reading and responding to a variety of tasks. Section 2 
comprises the guided writing tasks to a variety of topics. The last section C is a short 
translation task from English into Bengali.

Students had every opportunity to respond to a variety of tasks in each section Some key 
words and phrases helped to discriminate between good and adequate performances of 
students. Also, several outstanding pieces of translations including examples of continuous 
pieces of writings were evident from a good number of responses.
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Question 1 (a-c)

Question style is: Word drop question. Assessment Objective is AO2. Total mark is 6. 
Candidates were provided with twelve synonimous words in a box plus one example (so 13) . 
They were asked to drop the correct letter from that box into the answer grid below to 
indicate which word would best fit in the gap as well as making the statement logically 
correct. Distractors were provided to fit more than one option. The stimulus was based on 
the Childhood of an young girl. This straightforward question style as well as the stimulus 
were not any easier/ harder than summer 2020; level of demands was similar too. Most 
students responded this task very well and scored full marks except for 1(a) from Qu1(a-c) 
and 1(d) from Qu1(d-g). It was because these students wrongly matched the correct 
responses with distractors. Average score recorded was 5.

A correct response
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Question 1 (d-f)

Question style is: Word drop question . Assessment Objective is AO2 . This is the 2nd part of 
Q1 indicated above

A correct response
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Question 2 (a-c)

Question type is: Multiple matching question. Assessment Objective is AO2. Students were 
provided with three paragraphs speech bubbles with ‘talking head and a grid referring to the 
speakers’ names on one axis and short descriptions along the other. The question style as 
well as the stimulus based on school uniform was not any easier/harder than 2020; level of 
demands was also similar. Most students scored full marks However, a handful of students 
were not able to understand the phrase ‘serve country with pen’ in 2d, also quite a few 
students were not able to relate ‘go beyond traditional education’ and so lost a mark there.

Average mark scored was 6

A correct response
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Question 2 (d-g)

Please refer to the introduction to Qu2.

A correct response
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Question 3

Note taking question. Assessment Objective is AO2. Students were provided with a short 
set of lines of notes containing relevant gaps based on Pride of sports. The level of demand 
was similar to November 2021. However, several students misinterpreted Qu3(1). Qu3(f) and 
Qu3(h) due to lack of precision. Several students were mistaken, writing talented student 
instead of identifying ‘the girl’s education’ and so lost 1 mark there. Similarly, some students 
misinterpreted Qu3(f) by responding as 'titles of tournaments' instead of ‘achievements in 
those tournaments’ and so lost 2 marks there. In Qu3(h) several students responded ‘studies’ 
as one of the player’s pastime activities whereas the correct answer was ‘having fun with 
family. Average mark scored was 9.

This is a good example of candidate performance. The score is 12 out 
of 12.
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Question 4 (a)

Qu4 is based on a story of a writer containing the writers’ whimsical decisions choosing 
career, and changes of profession. The story ‘Infinite sky’ is followed by a set questionnaire.
Part (a)(i-vi) comprises short answer questions (SAQs) followed by the text. Although the 
levels of demand are similar, Q4a(iv) posed difficulty for weaker students to infer the key idea 
of the writer’s decision in changing his profession abroad. Average students misinterpreted 
Qu4a(1v) with Qu4a(ii) and misplaced their responses for one with the other without 
understanding the text and so lost marks comprising two responses for 2 marks on each of 
them. However a significant number of students achieved good marks for (a)I, (a)iii, (a)(v), and 
(a)(vi). The average score recoded on Q4( a ) was 7 .
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This is also a good example as this candidate scored 9 out of 10. 
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Question 4 (b)

Qu4 Part (b) is Summary questions which follow from the text in 4(a).

Two questions worth 2 marks each, using the command verb ‘Summarise’ in each case.

Question type: Summary question

The text was a follow up of the content of the text in 4(a). The text comprises a discussion 
between two friends about on how the career switch can impact one’s career and the way 
forward which can resolve the situation. The students were asked to read, understand, infer 
the outcomes of the discussion, and summarise the main points of their discussion. The 
most frequently correct inferential answers were given in response to 1st part of 4(b)(i), a 
handful of students were not able to correctly respond parts of 4b(ii) because they were 
unsuccessful in identifying the the key messages; lifting a chunk from the targeted paragraph 
without even understanding the focus of the task. So, they scored 0 marks on this part of 4(b)
(ii). The average score recoded on Q4(b) was 3.
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This example displays how the summary responses should look.
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Question 5

Question type: shorter writing task – open response

The question required candidates to write a paragraph on spare time activities. Successful 
candidates performed well and were able to use the 4 words or phrases given in the task and 
scored good marks both in the communication as well as in the quality of language. However, 
less successful candidates struggled to produce a continuous piece of writing due to lack of 
their skills to display grammatically appropriate structures and coherence in context; while 
other less successful candidates even struggled to grasp the idea of favourite hobby and so 
failed to address this part in their writing and scored less marks than expected. The average 
score recorded on this question was 12.

Candidates need to be aware that it is mandatory to refer all four key points with at least 
two-time frames to secure marks in the top band. For Q05, successful candidates achieved 6 
in Communication and Content and 5 in Linguistic knowledge and Accuracy.
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This is a moderate response. In communication, the candidate scored 
6 out of 7 which complies with the top grid. However, more complex 
structures were not evident in this sample. So was awarded 5 in 
language which complies with the 2nd marking grid.
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Question 6 (a)

Question type: Longer writing task – open response

The candidates had a choice of responding to one response from three for this question. The 
tasks were longer narratives followed by certain guided points provided. These narrative 
writing questions were on different contents and topics. Q6a was to write a magazine article 
on describing one’s future dream house. Q6bwas writing a newspaper article on ‘Healthy 
Living’; Q6b was a narrative in response to an email stimulus about ‘ways of reducing the 
environmental pollution.’ Q6c was on ‘classroom vs online lessons’. A good number of 
students successfully narrated their chosen task with a range of vocabularies and structures. 
Successful candidates used straightforward language with extended well-linked sentences, 
referencing to past, present and future events. They also made good efforts to combine facts 
with opinion/s and so scored high marks. However, there were instances when less 
successful students struggled to display these criteria in their written pieces and so scored 
less marks than expected.

Amongst the three options, Q6b was the very popular and responded by many students 
which was evident in the statistics. However, the able students attempted Q6a and Q6c. Less 
successful candidates struggled to grasp the concept of ‘importance of having a balanced 
diet’ on Q6(a), ‘giving personal advice to reduce pollution in Q6(b) and providing an overview 
of an ideal lesson i n Q(6c). These have resulted them in scoring lower marks than expected.

 For Q6a, the average score recorded was 20 for Q6b, the average score was also 21. 
However, for Q6c, the average score recorded was 20.
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A good response
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Question 6 (b)

Please refer to introduction for Qu6a
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This is a good example where the candidate made an effort to repond 
to all 3 bullet points with facts and opinions and so scored the top 
band marks 12 + 11
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Question 6 (c)

Qu6(c): Question type: Narrative writing. Full mark: 26

For introduction please see Qu6
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A good response
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Question 7

Section C: Translation

 This question was to translate a short English passage into Bangla about the capital city of 
Bangladesh. Successful candidates achieved good marks in this question although less 
successful candidates failed to achieve higher marks due to their unfamiliarity of the Bengali 
vocabulary of the English terminologies used in the text. For example, 'recently formed', 'young 
men and women', 'employment', 'interview techniques' etc. Several less able students also 
struggled to translate as some of the phrases such as trade and commerce', ‘dwellers’, 
'traditional background' ‘enriched’ ' communication’ and ‘dying river’ were challenging to them. It 
was because they are lacking appropriate knowledge and skills in transmitting these 
words/phrases in Bangla. The spelling errors also often hindered their transmission. 
However, the average marks scored were 14.

Overall, the students had found this paper accessible without much difficulty.

A typical response
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, students should:

practise how to identify key points from the text/s provided
practise how to infer main detail/s and summarise responses
practice exam techniques more to display a variety of structures and include appropriate 
time frames
practise varied vocabulary/ structures in responding to guided and narrative writings.
practice more transmitting skills and avoiding transliteration of English words.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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